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Parents, Educators File Friend of the Court Brief in MCAS Suit

L eading public school advocacy groupsrepresenting parentsand educatorswill fileafriend of the court brief
today in Suffolk Superior Court supporting plaintiffswho seek apreliminary injunction againgt using the
M assachusetts Comprehensive A ssessment System (M CAYS) test asagraduation requirement. [At http://
www.caremass.org/lega/amicusorief.htm.]

Thebrief documentsthewaysinwhichthe” one-size-fits-all” MCAStestsviolate 1993 Education Reform
Act, which calsfor a®variety of assessment instruments’ that takeinto account “the cultural and language
diversity of studentsinthe Commonwealth and the particular circumstances of studentswith specia needs.”

Therequest that the court bar use of the M CASto determine graduation for thisyear’ssenior classispart of
alarger suitinwhichtheplaintiffschargethat the Board of Education—under John Silber, James Peyser, and
David Driscoll—violated the 1993 Education Reform law by ingtituting the standardized MCA Stest, to
determinewho qualifiesfor ahigh school diploma.

TheAmici curiae, or friends of the court, inthe brief are the parent-led M assachusetts Coalition for
Authentic Reformin Education (MassCARE) representing more than 10,000 public school families, the
National Center for Fair & Open Testing (FairTest), the Center for Collaborative Education (CCE), and
Cambridge Massparents.

The brief describesthe deep harm done to thousands of M assachusetts studentsasaresult of the high-
stakesM CA Stedts, particularly the grave harm to plaintiffsand more than 6,000 other seniorswho will be
denied high school diplomas based onthetest.

Jonathan King of MassCARE, who led theteam that wrotethebrief, explained, “ The plaintiffs suit shows
clearly how the Silber/Peyser/Driscoll Board of Education circumvented theintent of the Ed Reform Act with
their regulation making MCA Steststhebarrier for graduation. “ Our brief describesthe many waysinwhich the



standardized M CA Stestsfail to carry out the 1993 law, including denying studentstheright to present work
samples, portfolios, or performances; erroneoustest questions; scoring errors; and the use of norm-referenced
rather than criterion-referenced tests.”

Monty Neill, executivedirector of FairTest, said the brief issignificant becauseit drawson alarge body of
research showing the negative consequences of high-stakestesting in general andthe MCASin particular.
“Massl nsight and other membersof the businesscommunity have weighed in,supporting the defendantsinthis
case, and claming theM CA Sgraduation requirement isessentia for the promotion of academic achievement,”
said Neill. “Now the court will have the benefit of hearing from animportant array of education experts, aswell
asthosewhoselivesare being negatively affected by thismisguided policy. The evidence clearly showsthat use
of theMCA Sasagraduation requirement isharmful to students, not necessary for educational improvement,
andviolatesthe Education ReformAct.”

Deborah Meier, co-principal of theMission Hill Public School in Boston and anationally recognized
educator and author, has been astrong and articul ate opponent of high-stakestesting. Mission Hill isapilot
school that ispart of the CCE, oneof the cosignersof thebrief. If the plaintiffsdo not prevail in court, shehas

grave concernsfor thefuture of educationin Massachusetts, fearing the M CASwill weaken, notimprove, the
schoals.

“My fellow educators shudder at this prospect before usin Massachusetts,” Meier said. “ Having witnessed
the extraordinary evidence of what schoolscan dofor kids, | know thisisadetour wewill regret. We know, for
example, that ‘ extra-curricular’ activity isagreater predictor of successthan test scores, ditto for teacher
recommendationsand classgrades, or the kind of work done by schoolslike my own-of which there are many
in Massachusetts—with tough graduati on standards based on real demonstration of competence before highly
critica and demanding public review boards.”

“1 don’t see how the court could fail to be moved by the plight of some of the special needskids described
inthebrief. Thesekidshaveworked tremendously hard to meet expectationsof their schoolsand overcome
their disabilitiesand now facethe prospect of leaving school empty-handed,” said LisaGuisbond, of
MassCARE.

Parents, teachers and studentswho have been engaged with thisissuefor morethan threeyearsvow to
continuethe struggleregardless of what the court decides. “Wewill not give up on the 6,000 studentsat risk of
being denied diplomas,” said Larry Ward, statewide MassCARE coordinator. “ And wewill not giveup onthe
nearly 17,000 who have not madeit to senior year with what'sleft of the Classof 2003. We have high hopes
that our judicia systemwill interveneto protect the state' smost vulnerable students, but if not, wewill continue
towork to protect our children and implement afair and hel pful assessment system.”

Jonathan King, Tim Plenk, LisaGuisbond, Monty Neill, Rob Riordan and attorney Mark Perkins
prepared the amicus. Ontheweb at http://www.caremass.org/l egal/ami cusbrief.htm.
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